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1999 Open House

Northeastern lllinois University
5500 N. St. Louis Ave.
Chicago, lL 60625
C/O Mazon Creek Project

Mazon Creek Board
Welcomes Gina Wysocki
1999 Newsletter Editor

B,v Gina ll/.v,socki

Many of you havc anticipatcd this
updatc and rvc. thc wntcrs apologizc for
takirrg so lorìg to gct tlris out. This past

ycar lras bccn busy for us all. Wc havc

reorganized. sct up a Board of
Dircctors. and atternptcd to rnâke

changcs for thc bcltcr of- thc Maz-on

Crcck Projcct.

Althotrglr not all cffor1s rvcre rnâde to

our advarrtage. Rcccntly.

Cornnronw'câlth Edison aucf ioned ofl
approN. 6,(XX) acres of land for
purchasc. This land lud produccd

nurììcrous lossils ovcr lhc ycars and

altlrouglt it is norv uncollcclable. thc

valt¡c of tlrc spccirncrts prcviously fourtd

in therrl rrny bc co¡rsidcrcd pricclcss.

Morcovcr. in thc corning nronlhs. we

cor¡ld losc cvcn nìorc land. Wc are in

lhc proccss of docrr¡ncnting lhe land

rvhich collcctors arc able to collcct in.

Wc rrill issr¡c ncrr'¡rìapsJr¡st as soorì iìs

tlìc propcrly scl(lcrììcrìts arc final, So

plcasc bc plticnt rvith rrs.

1998 Plan Buried

Wc havc bccn (n'rng to ltavc

Conr¡nonwealth Edison approve the

disking of sorne areas due to tlte

overgrorvllr of vegetation at collecting

sitcs wilhin thc Maz-onia-

Braidrvood/CornEd Cool i rrg Lake

cornplcx. Tlris opcration rvot¡ld loosen

thc firsr lcrv inchcs to cxpose tlte buried

concrctions, No lltalerìal rvould crodc

into thc cooling lake itsclÇ a rnajor

conccrn of tlre Departlnent of Natural

Rcsourses (DNfR).

Horvcvcr, nurnerous pltone

convcrsâtions rvith lhc Public Affairs
Dcparl¡ììcnl/ Cotut¡ronrve¿ìlth Edison.

staf cd that thcir rclcction w'as advised

by tlrc DNR. Unforlurratcly. tltc DNR

rcstricled tlrc rcnloval ofvcgetation this

ycar, This docs not ttìcarl \\'c rvill not

tr-l' lor it rrc.\t vc¿ìr. I will kccp r ou

updalcd ort this istruc irt ltrtrrrc
ncrvslcllcrs. \

1998 Collecting Season

Wc had roughly 500 visitors to the sites

tlris 1,car: ltorvo cr. no nc\\' spccitttcns

wcrc nolcd as I ll'ritc tlìis nc\\'slcltcr. In

lact. this rcar collcclion w'ill rnakc

Saturday October 23 ii:iìi



Tur-t-v MoNsren

Coeuqc¡Nl¡t

ANNuL^RtA

many collectors use tlìe Freeze-dmw
rnethod tlús winter. Since last winter's
freeze was less tllan a nonnal winter,
the rrujority of concretions found were
solid pieces. ïlis of course, rnade

many collectors search elsewhere for
specimens. For rnany avid collectors,
one more five-gallon bucket in the yard
is one angrier neiglrbor calling to
complain of the pile up. "Believe me, I
have seen some of those back yards!"

Fossil trips arise
elsewherè

If you lvere lucþ enough this past fall,
you were invited on a rare opportunity
to fossil collect in a live quarry. Under
the direction of Bealis Giddings, a long
tírne rrrenrber and volunlecr with Mazon
Creek Project, invi(ed a small group of
avid collcctors to a quârry for a day of
fossil collecting. The area has been
known to expose shark teetll.
brachiopods, crinoids, bivalves,
t¡ilobites, a¡rd all walks of rnarine Iife.
Sotne Iucky collectors walked away
with really beautiful specirnens and

sorne unusu¿tl ones too! It was a great

cxperience for all and perhaps a trip
could bc opcncd to rnorc participants in

1999. Watclr for oppotunities in the

rrpcorni ng Newsletlcr.

A good ti¡ne was had by all. Mury
nlernbcrs were on hand to assist in
idcnlification of fossils for fossil
collectors. Tom Testa, Jack Witry,
Bealis Giddings, Andrew Hay, and
many others were more than happy to
ID your fossil. Under the magnificent
Testa Microscope, fossil enthusiasts
were given an accurate label to the
specimen not easily seen by the naked
eye. Thanks to the metnbers, many
entlìusiasts left knowing a Iiille more
about their fossils.

Burpee Museum set to
open soon

Lonny Stark, thc Exhibit Director for

the Burpee Museurn was on hand to

answcr qucstions of tlte upcoming
opening o[ the nruseurn set in Rockford,
IL . At the slide show held at the Open

Hot¡se at Nortlleastern Illinois
University in October, Mike Henderson

gave onlookers a previerv of the exhibits

bcing crectcd at lhe ¡nuseu¡n. Viewers

were able lo see a typical Pcnnsylvanian

Period scene based on the Mazon Creek

a¡ea. includi¡rg ty?es of plants and

ani¡nals which flourished in our area

280 million ycârs ago.

For i¡rfonnalion of adrnission and

nrernbership you rnay call

8 I 5-9(15-3433.

The Board of Directors would like to thank
Rebecca Norman, for her outstanding
work in editing the Mazon Creek

Newsletter for the last 2 years. Rebecca

continues to serve as a Boa¡d Member.
We appreciate her continged good advice

and suggestions. \,

Got an intcrcsting story. picture. or idea

for an upconring issue? Scnd your ideas

to: Gina Wysocki

1228 N. Ravnor Avc.

Joliet, IL l>0435
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Onen House
ndonle from
the btate

d raws
all across

Nffi

ïris years' Opcn House was a great

succcss! Nunrerous nlcrnbcrs and first
lirncrs carne frorn all over Illinois and

sonle travcling frorn out of slatc just to
scc whal the Mazon Crcek Project is all
about.

Jackie Kozisek gave an excellent
presørtation about gastropods living on
Crinoids and Ralph Jewell walked us
down mernory lane with a fine Mazon
Creek slide show.PecopteRls
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Other Items

Richardson's Guide to The Fossil Fauna
of Mazon Creek is available to members
at a $10 discount.

To Order Coll l -773-794-6001

Or FAX Your Order l-773-794-6239
Or complete the order form below ond return lo:

Printing / Publishing, Northeostern lllinois Universily

5500 N. Sl. Louis Avenue,, Chicogo, lL 60625-4699

e-moil: mozon-creek@neiu.edu

¡ YEt! PTEASE JEND ME_ COPY(!E5) OF
RICHARD'ON'' 6UIDE TO THE FO'sIt
FAUNA OF MAZON CREEK @ f95.oo EACH

! Chæk Enclosed (ln.lud" opplicoble soles tox| n Credit Cord (Comploro informorion bolowl

[] Viso [] MosterCord

Accounl no. &p¡rotiq dqlÊ

Signoture

Telephone (

Compony

Address

Return policy:

If for onv reoson vou find lhe
book uísolîsfoclolrv. vou mo,
return it, if in sooâ'éondifioâ.
\yithín 30 dois, for credit
or rehnd

Tolol copios $

Postoge & hondling
$7.50 per copy - Continentol U.5.

$15.00 per copy - Cqnodo qnd Mexico
$45.@ per copy' Ove¡ws $

l[ residents only, odd 8.25% ple¡ lox $
{$8.32 per copy}

TOTAI (U.S. Cumrrcy Onlyl $
City Shcte _Zip _

Burpee Museum of i\atural History - Februa ry 25r 261 27 , 28
OUT OF THE ROCKPALEO FESTML call 815-965-3433

737 North Mqin St.
Rockfold. IL 61103

LOCATION A¡{D TIME EXPO will be held at the student union, in the Grand Ballroom, on the campus of westem

Illinois Universrty, Maco*b, Illinois, The simplest way to the site is to turn off IL 67 west on

universrty Drive, then go south to the union. (Ëollow the signs.) set-up is permitted on Friday, þril 16, at 8:00 a m'

Ð(PO HOURS: Fnday, April 16-8:00 a'm - 5:00 p'm'

Saturday, Apnl l7-8:00 a.m' - 5:00 p.m'

Sunday, April l8-8:00 a.m. - 3:00 P.m.

(Many people leave earlY SundaY)



Northeastern
Illinois
University
55(x) Nonnfl ST. LOI'IS A\æNUB
cr¡lcrrco, Iu^n{g_If ffi2/699 \

M¡zon Creek,Proicct

-l , :t'
l i.--:.

') :' l, ¡.jì :

, ']
.t
'I

ESCONI
P.O. Box 321
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